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Dear members of the Botanical Society and all other plant lovers, 
 

The winter woollies have come out; but we are still enjoying the 
“spoils” of an abundant rainy season. The veld has changed to the 
more customary Namibian colours - yellows and browns – 
however, with still remarkably green “blotches” of trees and bush 
in the landscape. Plants are preparing for a deserved winter “rest”. 
Water in Namibian dams has filled up, which gives us much 
reason for hope and gratitude.   
 

Your Society is very active.  The guided walks in the Botanic 
Garden have become very popular, and interesting presentations 
are lined up for the next few months.  Also, an excursion, later in 
the year, is on the program. Please consult the website, social 
media and other media for more information on the upcoming 
activities.  
 

If you are privileged to travel in the country, enjoy our beautiful, 
harsh Namibian sights softened by grass and plant cover. And 
enjoy this copy of “Green Ink”.   
 

With kind regards 
 

Ellen Gudde 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
                     
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This issue 

 
From the Chair  1 
 
Citizen Science & the 
 
    Windhoek Bioblitz   2/3 
 
Coming up  4 
 
Corporate members 4 
 
Happenings   4 
  
CAPP members  4 

 
Our Father the Sky,  
 hear us 
   and make us bold. 
O our Mother the 

Earth, hear us 
   and give us support. 
O Spirit of the East,  
   send us your Wisdom. 
O Spirit of the South, 
   may we walk your  
         path of life. 
O Spirit of the West, 
   may we always be 
   ready for the long 
            journey. 
O Spirit of the  
   North, 
   purify us With your 
       cleansing winds. 
 
                 Sioux prayer 
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The colours of our land! 
Seen at Ongava in January.     
Frances Chase 
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Citizen Science and the Windhoek Bioblitz . . . 
    Barb Curtis  
 

In order to conserve Namibia’s flora and fauna, it’s important to know what occurs where, and when it’s 
doing what.  Anyone interested in nature can assist with this – you don’t have to be a specialist or trained 
scientist.  Nature lovers cover a far wider range of habitats and seasons than the few professional 
botanists in the country are able to do.  All you need is a cell phone with a camera, and open eyes.  
 
iNaturalist is an international database covering all biota of the world.  Anyone anywhere can download 
the app (www.inaturalist.org) and submit photos, anytime. Periodically iNat organises Bioblitzes, where 
people from different parts of the world compete to upload the highest number of species and 
observations in a particular place and a specific time.  Recently we had the Windhoek City Challenge, 
which included the whole Khomas Region. Fifty-three Namibians took part, some Botsoc members,  
        recording 2347 observations (plants and  
        animals, including aliens) of 693 species.  
        The majority of these species were plants,  
        since they are far easier to photograph than  
        animals.  The top 19 spp were plants; the  
        most observed species being the 
        Windhoek Aloe (called Mopane Aloe by  

iNat)(Aloe littoralis).  This is not because it’s 
the most common species, but the most 
obvious and easily photographed plant.   

The top animal was the Leopard tortoise (whose name has changed to Stignochelys pardalis), followed 
by Koringkriek.  

 
Some interesting and more unusual plants recorded are shown below.  
 

 
 
This concerted effort by a few individuals (33 people recorded more than 10 observations each) has 
greatly added to our knowledge of the Khomas Hochland biota.  Prof. Ben Strohbach of NUST has this 
to report: I am running another project on iNaturalist, collecting biodiversity data on ecosystems of 
Namibia. Just to illustrate how big a contribution this BioBlitz was: Auas Mountains (Ecosystem) has 
now 221 observations with 141 species (before BioBlitz, 40 obs and 32 spp).  
That’s 553% increase in observations, or 82% of all observations, or 82% of all observations that were 
 

 

http://www.inaturalist.org/
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done during the BioBlitz. The Mountainveld group of ecosystems had 7318 observations before, 
increasing to 8555 observations now. During the BioBlitz period an additional 1066 observations were 
recorded here, which represents 12.5% of the current observations. Knowledge about species: 908 
species were recorded beforehand, now we have records of 967 species for the Mountainveld. [In 
context: the greater Khomas Hochland covers only about a third of the entire Mountainveld. The 
Karstveld mountains (Otavi mts etc), most of the Kaokoveld mts, Brandberg, Erongo, Omatako, etc all 
form part of the Mountainveld].  
     
    The map to the left shows how we did in relation to the rest of Africa,  
    coming second only to the big centres in RSA.   Cape Town had 1094 

observers - no wonder they made more observations than we did! 
 

    But it doesn’t end here. You can contribute to iNat at any time, especially  
    to Ben’s ecosystem project. 

https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/namibian-ecosystems 
 

All records are valuable, especially if you add extra data about phenology 
(when plants have leaves, flowers, fruit).  

 
And if you don’t like iNat for  
whatever reason (I have a few), 
you can always enter data into 
our own Namibian EIS 
(Environmental Information  
Service –http://the-eis.com).   
Here, if you are certain of the ID 
of an organism, you can simply 
choose the name, you don’t 
need a photo. This makes it 
easier to record things you can 
see but can’t reach with your camera.  

 

 

 

Did you know? We all know the invasive alien Lantana 
camara (Common Lantana), but did you know that we 
have 3 indigenous species, two of which were recorded 
on the blitz. Purple Lantana is fairly common, to be 
found at Avis Dam and elsewhere. The  White Lantana 
is less common.   

  BEWARE! 
 

As you know, many 
plants now have new 
scientific names! 
 
More on this topic in 
the next Green Ink.  
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Special Membership Categories 
   Welwitschia  .  .  . 
   Moringa  .  .  .      
   Lithops  .  .  .   

               Coming up . . .  
 June Saturday 14 08h30  Guided Walk in the Botanic Garden 

Thursday 19 19h00  “Terms in the Invasive Alien World” 
     Herta Kolberg 

 July Saturday 12 08h30  Guided Walk in the Botanic Garden 
Thursday 17 19h00   “Indigenous Alternatives to Exotic Species” 
     Silke Rügheimer 

Aug Saturday 9 08h00  Guided Walk in the Botanic Garden 
Thursday 17 19h00  “Devil’s Claw from the view of an Exporter”       
     Gero Diekmann 

Sept Saturday 13 08h30  Guided Walk in the Botanic Garden 
Thursday 18 19h00  Illustrated presentation at the NBRI 
     Morgan Hauptfleisch 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Botanical Society of Namibia           P O Box 5218    Ausspannplatz  12001        Mobile  081 248 7362 

E-mail:  nambotsoc@gmail.com          Website:  www.botsoc.org.na 
 

 THE CORE OF ACTIVE PLANT PEOPLE (CAPP) 
 
 Chairperson  Ellen Gudde  081 248 7362 gudde.er@iway.na 
 Vice-Chair   Barb Curtis  081 228 8686 curtis.namibia@gmail.com 
 Treasurer   Manda Steynberg  081 611 2254 2mandast@gmail.com 
 NBRI Liaison  Leevi Nanyeni  061 202 1111 lnanyeni@gmail.com 
 Coastal Representative Koos Barkhuizen  081 146 6216 koos@seenalegal.com 
 Books & Sales  Braam Harris  085 585 6047 braamha@gmail.com 
 Members   Frances Chase  081 254 2861 fchase@nnf.org.na 

   Albertina Kampungu  081 668 8743 albertinafillipus@gmail.com 
   Jaco Fourie  081127 9579 jacofourie80@gmail.com 
   Jackson Hamutenya  081 856 7040 jacksonshapumba@gmail.com 
   Sonjia Meier  081 668 8794 sonjia.meier@gmail.com 
   Mignon Nekuta  081 785 1555 mnekuta@yahoo.com 
   Diana Thompson  081 128 9031 rafthom@afol.com.na 
   Sally van der Lingen  081 634 3442 sallyvdlingen@gmail.com 
    

Happenings   . . . 
• A few changes to CAPP at the Annual General Meeting. Luise Hoffmann is now an Ex-Officio  

member as we are unwilling to lose her wisdom and input while Mignon Nekuta, who recently  
graduated, joined us as a young, enthusiastic member.  Welcome Mignon! 

• Albertina Kampungu represented Botsoc at the Garth Owen-Smith Community Rangers  
(GOSCAR) awards.  These awards highlight and recognise the work of front-line community 
conservation workers, reminding us that this was where community based conservation started. 

• The 5th meeting of the Namibia Invasive Alien Species Working Group (NIASWG) took place. 
Reports of progress were presented by members of the various committees that had been formed.  
12 invasive aliens were identified as the most problematic and legislation is being formulated as  
to how they can be controlled. 

• Several members participated in the City Nature Challenge – see inside. 
• A small group of members manned the Botsoc stall at the Living Earth Expo that was held at the 

Dagbreek School. A good opportunity for us to raise awareness of the Society and invasive alien species. 
Living Earth is dedicated to sustainable living, organic farming and regenerative practises.   
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