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“Friendship is 

 like a warm coat  

on a cold winter’s day.    

It lets you feel 

 warm and comfortable and 

keeps the cold out” 

Anon 

 

Dear Members, 
 

As I mentioned in my report for the past year, non-regular Newsletters has 

been one of the ‘downs’ of the year.   At the Annual General Meeting  in 

May two new members were elected to CAPP (Core of Active Plant 

People).   We welcome Frances Chase and Ivor Powell as the new CAPP 

members.   Frances is the recently appointed Curator of the Herbarium  

while Ivor has a long term interest in the environment and how it can best 

be managed for both man and beast.  Contact details appear on the back 

page as usual.   With new energy and new ideas, we may be able to reach  

our goal of at least 6 issues a year.   On the ‘up’ side, our Society has 134 

members – and growing while our Walks and Talks are enjoyed by more 

and more people. 
  

The cactus problem is on-going but we do hope to make some inroads on 

the hills of the Aloe Trail as we plan a BIG EVENT on Saturday 24 

September.  Full details will come your way as we progress with 

arrangements.  Rubber Vine is another invasive alien that we need to start 

clearing before it reaches the catastrophic proportions that it already has in 

Australia.  Should you see one nearby, do try to have it removed. 
  

Water - the lack of it actually -  is an ongoing problem for all of us in this 

country.  Like many others my lawn is now a patch of dirt and I am 

making plans to change the face of my little garden.   A while ago I had 

the opportunity of visiting the ‘home’ sites of Henno  Martin and 

Hermann Korn with the Scientific Society.   Along the way my daughter 

photographed some flowers and I wondered at the possibility of them 

growing in Windhoek.   Colour is what I crave.  I can live with not having 

flowers to pick and put in a vase, however small, but there needs be some 

colour around! 
  

If you do not live in Swakopmund but visit occasionally, do take the time 

to visit the Namib Botanical Garden that is the brainchild of Frank 

Löhnert.   He has done so much to bring this to fruition and is worthy of 

our support.   

 

Many thanks to all who have renewed their membership of the Society - 

your support is valued and appreciated.  A warm welcome to all new 

members. 

 

 All good wishes     
 

Diana Thompson 
 

                                                                  www.botanicalsociety.biodiversity.org.na                      
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The central Namib had  
unexpected rain in late  
June, and the desert is 
 blooming. The washes 
 and ridges are full of 
 flowers. This photograph 
is of Adenolobus pechuelii  
flowering   in a sandy 
 wash between the Swakop 
and the Khan rivers. 
 

 

 

 

 

Photo Coleen Mannheimer 
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                 Ronell Kloppers and 

                 Silke Rugheimer   

                 discussing the 

                 Botanical Gardens 

                 Aloe collections  

   

 

  

 

 

 
    Photo: Frances  Chase

             
     

  

 
News from the National Herbarium of Windhoek (WIND) 

The Flora project of Namibia is in full swing. In early July Ronell Kloppers an Aloe specialist from 

the National Herbarium of Pretoria (PRE), visited the NBRI to research the Aloe collections housed 

at WIND for the Flora of Namibia.  During this week she worked closely with NBRI staff and 

presented a very informative overview of aloes in Africa and their revised classification.  

This revised classification affects some of our well known Namibian Aloe species. 

The tree aloes have been elevated to a generic rank and are now referred to as Aloidendron, 3 tree 

aloe species are recognised in Namibia Aloidendrondichotuma, Aloidendronpillansii and 

Aloidendronramosissimum. 

The smaller/dwarf aloes previously in Aloe section Serrulatae have also been elevated in rank to the 

genus Gonialoe. This is a small genus of only 3 species, all which occur in Namibia, 

Gonialoesdinteri, Gonialoessladeniana and Gonialoesvariegatea. 

The rest of the Aloe species from Namibia still reside in the genus Aloe.   The scrambling aloes 

which are mainly from western and eastern South Africa are in their own genus Aloiampelos and a 

monotypic genus from higher elevated regions from South Africa has been recognised as Aristaloe 
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World Habitat Day 
         

To mark World Habitat Day 2016, three High Schools in Tsumeb, as well as the Tsumeb Scouts, 

accepted a challenge from Dundee Precious Metals Tsumeb to take part in a hack of alien invasive 

plants in the surroundings of the DPMT license area. The purpose of this year’s challenge was to 

familiarise these senior students with important alien invasive plant species that threaten habitats, 

ecosystems and livelihoods in Namibia. These dangerous aliens are poised to present a potent threat to 

Namibia. 

Although the schools usually compete against one another annually, this year we challenged them not 

to compete with one another, but rather to work as a team for the greater good of the country. Thus 

the winner was the Namibian environment. 

Coleen Mannheimer was asked to engage the participants, endow them with useful skills and promote 

their knowledge of, and interest in, our natural resources. The response from the High School scholars 

and the scouts of Tsumeb was amazing. Tasked to clear Rubber Vine (Cryptostegia grandiflora), a 

relatively recent but extremely dangerous introduction in Namibia, they cleared many, many bakkie 

loads in just one morning, removing the pods for special disposal so no seed was spread further. 

The students cleared a considerable area of most of the vines present there, and definitely got to know 

our common enemy well!       Photos Coleen Mannheimer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

********************     

Coming up. . . 
 

           Saturday  Sept  10 08h00  Guided Walk in the Botanic Garden 

        With the Bird Club 

           Thursday  Sept  15 19h00  “Post mining restoration with Namdeb” 

         Herta Kolberg 

           Saturday  Sept  24 08h00  Cactus Clean-up Hofmeyr Trail 

           Saturday  Oct   8  08h00  Guided Walk in the Botanic Garden 

           Friday  Oct   14    Arbor Day 

          Thursday  Oct   20 18h00  Tree Awards NBRI 

    19h00    Illustrated Presentation 

         Shirley Bethune 

           Saturday  Nov   12 08h00  Guided Walk in the Botanic Garden 

           Saturday  Dec   3  08h00  Guided Walk in the Botanic Garden 
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       Namibian scientists obtain training in ecological 

       modelling techniques, at the University of Potsdam  

       in Germany. this computer software training is  

       useful for forecasting some ecological phenomena 

       such as population dynamics and ecosystem  

       restoration.     

 
        R: Fransiska Kangome,Lecturer Biological Sciences UNAM 

        L. Remmie Hilukwa Curator of the National Plant Genetic 

                        Resource Centre at the NBRI               
   

      
 

 

Botanical Society of Namibia – c/o NBRI 8 Orban Street Private Bag 13184 Windhoek Tel 202-2111  

  E-mail:    nambotsoc@gmail.com                                Website:  www.botanical society.biodiversity.org.na 
 

THE CORE OF ACTIVE PLANT PEOPLE (CAPP) 
 

   Chairperson         Diana  Thompson Tel 22 6871 or  081 128 9031    rafthom@afol.com.na 

   Vice-Chairperson  Coleen Mannheimer Tel 23 3614     manfam@iafrica.com.na 

   Secretary (Acting)  Andy Callesen  Tel 081 357 9875    andrea@callesen.co.za 

   Treasurer   Hille Schwarting  Tel 081 218 7644   hille.schwarting@gmail.com 

   NBRI Liaison   Leevi Nanyeni  Tel 202-2111     Nanyenil@mawf.gov..na 

    Frances Chase  Tel 202-2021     Chasef@mawf.gov.na 

   Coastal Representative  Hildegard Becker  Tel 081 289 4654     hmbecker@yahoo.de 

   Members   Silvelyn Feddersen Tel 40 0940     sf@umge.de 

     Jaco Fourie  Tel 081 127 9579     fjj@windhoecc.org.na  

    Ellen Gudde  Tel 081 248 7362     gudde.er@iway.na 

    Luise Hoffmann  Tel 081 256 0183     luisehof@iway.na 

    Fransiska Kangombe Tel 081 148 1487     fkangombe@unam.na 

    Ezekeil Kwembeya Tel 081 229 6584     ekwembeya@unam.na 

    Ivor Powell  Tel 081127 1219      powell@iway.na 

    Carol Steenkamp  Tel 081 127 3958     carolsteenkamp@gmail.com 
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