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Our spirit is
a being of nature
quite indestructible
and its activity
continues from
eternity to eternity.

It is like the
sun, which seems to
set only to our
earthly eyes, but
which, in reality,
never sets, but
shines on
unceasingly.

J W Goethe

Dear Members,

A new year has started and with it the hope and wish for prosperity for
all; and for much needed rain in our country.

Welcome back to CAPP (committee members) and you, our Society
members, from a hopefully restful and happy holiday period.

With many others we mourn the sudden death of Dave Joubert in Cape
Town in December and Richard Niddrie in January, while on holiday.
Dave was a long time friend of the Society, guided several of our Walks
in the Garden and in September last year gave us an interesting talk on his
new project. Richard was for many years a faithful and committed
member. Our heartfelt condolences go to their families and friends .

Special ‘Round 0’ birthday wishes go to our loyal and supportive
members: Luise Hoffmann on her 80" and Helmut zur Strassen on his
90", May you both be blessed with good health in the years to come.

Reporting from the recent CAPP meeting many interesting events are
planned: a field outing later in the year; another fun quiz session; two
Plant Sales days; the Annual General Meeting ; the regular Walks and
Talks as well as the Tree Awards and more are in the pipeline. More
information will reach you shortly.

A brief reminder, membership fees have been increased (agreed to at the
2018 AGM) and we urge you to renew your membership with the Society
as soon as possible in order to be able to vote at the 2019 AGM.
Hopefully, you have already received new forms for completion.

We look forward to a year of fun as we continue to explore our wonderful
flora.

Do let us have photos and an explanatory sentence on any interesting or
beautiful plant that you see along the way, all contributions are welcome.

Don’t forget the Plant Sales Day coming up on Saturday 2 March at
Namib Trees in Pioneers Park — come for a chat even if you are not
planning to buy plants right now.

With best wishes

Ellen Gudde

www.botanicalsociety.biodiversity.org.na
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A few more of the interesting features of the Berghof outing last year -
and we’re sure many of you will be pleased to know that we hope to
repeat this event later in the year

Ruellia diversifolia

Euphorbia guerichiana

Cheilanthes sp. probably marlothii

Helichrysum sp.

Photos: Jaco Fourie
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Tree Awards October 2018

Pompie and Helga Burger for being
instrumental in the creation of the mainly
indigenous garden of trees at the NG Church,
Windhoek East and for their very generous
financial support of the Society over so many
years.

The Alchemist for saving a Boscia albitrunca
when building operations were underway.
Onangalo Primary School (in the north of
Namibia) for planting a number of trees and
Mrs Eeva-Liise Shituule for donating the trees.

Photo Jaco Fourie
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A Visit to the Namib Botanical Gardens Desert Garden

In October 2018 Frank Lohnert took me to his desert garden, which
at first glance looked like a piece of desert devoid of any life — only
to find a wealth of plants, which were rescued and rehomed from
various mining sites, under permit and with support of the
environmental departments of those mining operations.

True to desert conditions we were greeted by the harsh weather
conditions these plants have to endure - a nasty cool desert wind
and little water.

The Garden is in its beginning stages and paths are on vaguely indicated; however a
great number of plants have already found a new home and are thriving. Native source
sites of the plants were mainly the Husab and Rdssing mine sites, from where the
endangered flora was relocated between 2012 and 2016.

The further development of the desert garden, and its eventual opening to the public,
depends on availability and addition of new plant species, from new land clearing
activities, so as to reach a critical mass and variety of flora displays, but also on funding
and institutional & management support of this “not-for-gain” project.

The project not only saves precious, endemic and rare plants from sure destruction by
mining and other developmental activity, but also gives valuable insight into replanting
and rehoming of desert plants. It allows us to learn which desert plants take kindly to
rehoming, and which do not like such treatment; how seeds could ;
be collected from thriving plants to be used later in the
rehabilitation of areas and how much care must be given to the
root systems of these hardy yet delicate desert plants.

Frank Lohnert was awarded a Tree Award in 2012 for his work
with “desert plants rescue”. It is a “labour of love” which
preserves many precious plants for future regeneration.

Text:Ellen Gudde  Photos:Ellen Gudde/Frank Lohnert 081 129 4770 |
Adenia pechuelii Elephant’s Foot Wustenkohlrabi
Cyphostemma uter KobasButterbaum
Commiphora saxicola Rock corkwood Felsenmyrrhe
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February - July 2019
Thursday February 21 19h00 Fun Quiz with Barbara Curtis at the NBRI
Saturday March 2 08h00 PLANT SALES DAY AT NAMIB TREES
Saturday March 9 08h00  Guided Walk in the Botanic Garden
Thursday 14 19h00  Illustrated presentation at the NBRI
Thursday April 11 18h00  Annual General Meeting at the NBRI
19h00  Illustrated Talk by Dr Rolf Becker from NUST
Saturday April 13 08h00  Guided Walk in the Botanic Garden
Saturday May 11 08h00  Guided Walk in the Botanic Garden
Thursday May 16 19h00  TIllustrated Presentation at the NBRI
Saturday June 8 08h00  Guided Walk in the Botanic Garden
Thursday June 20 19h00  Illustrated presentation at the NBRI
Saturday July 13 08h00  Guided Walk in the Botanic Garden
Thursday July 18 19h00  Illustrated presentation at the NBRI
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January 2019 Photos Helen Vale

Seen on the banks of the Orange River and near the beach On the peninsula outside Luderitz

Mesembryanthemum guerichiansum
cryptanthum
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Botanical Society of Namibia — P O Box 611 Windhoek 9000  Mobile: 081 248 7362

E-mail: nambotsoc@gmail.com Website: www.botanical society.biodiversity.org.na
THE CORE OF ACTIVE PLANT PEOPLE (CAPP)
Chairman Ellen Gudde Tel 081 248 7362  gudde.er@iway.na
Vice-Chairman Vacant
Treasurer Hille Schwarting Tel 081 218 7644 hille.schwarting @ gmail.com
NBRI Liaison Frances Chase Tel 081 254 2861  francesc.nbri@gmail.com
Coastal Representative Hildegard Becker Tel 081 289 4654 hmbecker @yahoo.de
Green Ink and PR Diana Thompson Tel 081 128 9031 rafthom@afol.com.na
Members Jaco Fourie Tel 081 127 9579  Jaco.Fourie @windhoekcc.org.na

Co-opted Member

Gerry Hill

Luise Hoffmann
Coleen Mannheimer
Leigh Ann Miller
Ivor Powell

Silke Rugheimer
Barbara Curtis

Tel 081 128 2558
Tel 081 256 0183
Tel 23 3614

Tel 081 143 9863
Tel 081127 1219
Tel 081 220 6994
Tel 081 222 8686

gerry @nbcooper.com
luisehof @iway.na
manfam @iafrica.com.na
wipl @cdc.gov

powell @iway.na

silker2207 @gmail.com
curtis.namibia@gmail.com




