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1 have come to terms
with the future.
From this day onward
I will walk

easy on the earth.
Plant trees.

Kill no living things.

Live in harmony with
all creatures.

I will restore the earth
where I can.

Use no more of the
resources than I

need.

And listen,

Listen to what it is
telling me.

Mary Oliver
M ] Slim Hooey

Dear Member sand Plant Lovers

The seasons have changed. Man, beast and flora have a little respite from
the relentless heat of the past months. Sadly the water situation has not
improved in this season. Many of us who have been on the road over the
Easter weekend have surely witnessed the serious drought conditions in
our country; many areas in Namibia have no or very little grazing. There
are enormous and admirable efforts to help the suffering farmers and
animals, but global warming has become a reality, and particularly in
southern Africa, a very disconcerting and worrying reality. It is hoped
that the powers that be realise that the situation might not change for the
better and that planning for the future generations becomes an urgency.

I thank all members who so loyally supported the Society at the recent
AGM. I welcome the new/old CAPP (committee) members; most of the
members have kindly agreed to continue in their portfolios and
responsibilities. The portfolios have been expanded and are listed on the
back page but a few points here:
Vice-Chair: Barbara Curtis has kindly agreed to accept this post.
Secretary: The position of Secretary is still vacant:
Diana Thompson is acting for the present but Capp is in need of a
Secretary for minute taking, correspondence and filing. Please come
forward if you wish to assist.

Activities, such as refreshments at various events, are shared. Members
are invited to offer their services. Please expect a call from any of us.

We will soon implement our new categories of membership whereby we
hope to increase our financial base, thus enabling us carry out more of our
awareness-raising activities.

The year’s events are planned and we are looking forward to interesting
talks, a field outing later in August to Gobabeb, the “Tree Awards” and a
“Plant Sales Day”. More information on these should reach you as they
come up in the calendar

Should you be lucky enough to be travelling over any of the forthcoming
holidays, please take care and enjoy our wonderful flora

With best wishes

Ellen Gudde

www.botanicalsociety.biodiversity.org.na
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A touch of colour in a drab landscape text & photos: Barbara Curtis

In early March I was up in Kaokoveld, helping Coleen Mannheimer with a plant survey. It was really
sad to see how dry it all was. Thank heavens for the mopanes, who had bravely put out new leaves and
flowers. The other trees were leafless or just putting out tiny new leaves. But every now and then there
was a touch of colour. The moringas were flowering on the hillslopes, standing out like sentinels among
the other trees. On the seemingly lifeless plains the occasional bright yellow splash heralded flowers of
the simple-leaved rhigosum (geelkortdoring, GelberKurzdorn, omunditi), along with a few white
trumpet-thorn flowers (rattle-pod, ghabbabos, Swarzdorn-Silberbusch, omukaravize) — hooray for the
Bignoniaceae (jackaranda family)!

However, the highlight was the delicate little Eremiolirionamboense lillies, which appeared
miraculously in the muddy track after a light shower the night before. This plant, formerly classified as
Cyanellaamboensis, has recently been moved into a new, endemic genus (Mannheimer, pers. com.).

Left and top right: Moringa ovalifolia with young leaves (much
e O < SWEd smaller than full-grown leaves) and flowers.

Note that these are twice compound leaves (bifoliolate), each one arising from the brown stem,

generally in clusters near the ends of branches.

Below: Eremiolirion amboense.
Below: Rhigozumbrevisispinosum flower ' :
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Below: Sterculia africana
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Sterculia africana and Commiphora multijuga are both
hillside species that are easy to identify, even without
leaves, owing to their characteristic purple bark.

Commiphora has far more slender, soft stems, whereas
Sterculia generally has a thicker trunk with more rigid
branches. It also has a clear sap with a pleasant smell.
The Himba use branchletsto clean teeth and refresh the
mouth.

Below: Commiphora multijuga ...
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Madagascan Rubber Vine
Cryptostegia grandiflora Coleen Mannheimer

Description: Self-supporting, woody perennial
strangler vine with trailing whip-like outer branches,
1-2 m high when it grows independently, or
scrambling higher (up to 30m) into other woody
species, exuding a milky latex when damaged.
Leaves opposite, drooping, broadly elliptic, glossy
dark green. Flowers showy, funnel-shaped with
whorled petals, white or pink to pale purple. Seed
pods distinctive, horn-like, up to 12 x 4 cm, growing
in rigid opposite pairs on a short stalk. Seeds have a
fuft of long, silky, white hairs and are dispersed far
and wide by wind.

Discussion

A highly dangerous invader that grows
up into frees and is easily capable of
rapidly smothering them, pulling them
down and killing them, reducing
biodiversity and degrading habitat. It is
spreading extremely quickly in Namibia,
and grows in a wide variety of habitats,
often where there is temporary or
permanent water, such as roadsides,
washes and gullies, as well as near
watered gardens. It is regarded as
possibly the worst weed in Australia,
where it is a severe threat to biodiversity
in northern areas. It is poisonous to stock
and can form dense, impenetrable
thickets that impede stock movements
and access to water,

Eradication of this

priorities in ridding
Namibia of invasive alien
plants.

species is one of the highest
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May - August 2019

May 11
May 16
June 8
June 20
July 13
July 18
August 10
August 15

Photos:
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08h00
19h00

08h00
19h00
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19h00

Guided Walk in the Botanic Garden
Dr John Irish

“Biomes of Namibia”
Guided Walk in the Botanic Garden
Ms Silke Riigheimer

“Field trips to the Sperregebiet”
Guided Walk in the Botanic Garden
Mr Wessel Swanepoel

“New species of trees & shrubs in Namibia”
Guided Walk in the Botanic Garden
IHllustrated presentation at the NBRI
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May 2019 - Blooming in the Botanic Garden
Aloe dichotoma

Coleen Mannheimer
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