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Green Ink 
 
Dear members of the Botanical Society and Plant Lovers 
 

November, and its relentless heat, causes many Namibians to cast longing 
eyes to the sky; a few clouds did bring welcome relief recently, in some 
parts of the country; but, generally, the drought is a grim reality. The 
many dry trees and other plants in the Botanic Garden are a sad testimony 
to this worst drought in human memory – only the green of some acacias 
and the Shepherd Trees offer a tiny glimpse of hope that not all life has 
succumbed.   On the other hand, it is a joy to see plants such as the 
Phaeoptilum spinosum that have become more conspicuous by virtue of 
their beautiful pink fruit displayed in the harsh environment.  
 

The “end-of-year-rush” has started, which reminds me to thank our 
members for your dedication and commitment this year. Apart from the 
severe drought conditions, it has been a good year for the Society. 
 

One recent highlight was the “Botanical Society Tree Awards” event, 
which was characterised by the fact that many trees have been planted in 
Namibia in 2018/2019 and that a greater commitment to our trees is 
evident.  It is encouraging to see that the knowledge and understanding of 
the importance of trees for Namibia is gaining momentum.  
 

As the social calendars of most of us are fully booked at this time of the 
year, the Botanical Society will resume activities in February 2020, with 
the usual walk on 8 February 2020 and a talk on 20 February – 
information about these activities should reach you nearer to the time.  
 

Another “Plant Sales Day” is planned for February/March 2020 at Namib 
Trees. The Society plans to auction or raffle some special plants and all 
members are encouraged to check in their gardens for possible plants to 
donate – very popular are all types of aloes, succulents, euphorbias and 
desert adapted plants.  
 

With best wishes 
 

Ellen Gudde    

    
www.botanicalsociety.biodiversity.org.na 
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       Seed Silence 
I did not hear you fall 
from pod to mother  
      earth. 
 

I did not hear you call 
or cry your humble  
       birth. 
 

I did not hear you sigh 
as silently you grew. 
 

I did not hear a Why 
because God made you 
       you. 
 

And yet your silence  
      spoke 
of confidence and might, 
 

And purpose as you  
       broke 
through earth into the  
      light. 
 
          Harry Alfred Wiggett 
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Gobabeb – 23 to 26 August 2019         
 

 The long awaited and anticipated excursion to Gobabeb finally came up on the 
calendar. Twenty one members plus two of our juniors, Ruby and Mathew Chase joined up at 
Gobabeb for a most informative, educational and fun weekend.     
 

 Those who travelled down on Friday had time to settle in, take a walk and enjoy a night under the stars.  The 
remainder of the group arrived on Saturday (punctures along the way, oh yes! – one car having the misfortune of TWO!)  settled 
in, and  after our own lunch then met up in the lecture hall for an introductory talk on the Research Station.  The Director of 
Gobabeb, Dr Gillian Maggs-Kölling, Eugene le Roux (resident scientist) and the office manager, Elna Irish, had gone 
out of their way to give us an interesting and fun programme. 

 A drive to one of the near-by dunes for sundowners followed and then back to the 
station for a most delicious meal prepared by the resident chef Hendrik.  There was the 

necessary fluid refreshment, much laughter, desserts to die for and then a few intrepid folk 
went on a night walk. 
 It was hot., but we were all tired and had a reasonable night’s sleep before 
meeting up the next morning for our lesson on a Welwitschia Survey .  We were well 

instructed by Eugene but needed an additional hands-on lesson once we arrived at the 
Welwitschia Wash.  
 We were divided into groups of two or 
three, checked our equipment and off we went, 
some to the left, some to the right and some down 
the centre of the river bed.  We measured stems, 
height and width of each plant, looked for bugs or 
other interesting facts, described the surrounding 
area and made notes of it all.  In the end, we 

measured  247 plants  and our instructor said “Well done!” 
 That afternoon there were two more lectures and then a communal bring ‘n braai 
at one of the villas.   Gillian and Eugene joined us round the fires that Jaco had so kindly built for us, Ellen handed out gits to 
our hosts and it was a very pleasant evening.  

 Monday morning, early breakfast, packed up, a quick tour of the station and 
then in our own transport we drove to the Lithops field in the Hamilton range.  One 
needed good eyes to see some of those tiny specimens that looked exactly like 
stones In the ground.  After a  couple of hours testing our eyesight,  we said our 
goodbyes and  left with many happy memories. 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 

    Christo Snyman, Britta Lohrke, Barbara Curtis, Frank Lohnert, Frank & Marion  
                                               Wittneben, Diana Thompson, Timothy Thompson, Jaco Fourie  
       Ellen Gudde,  Ivor Powell, Luise Hoffmann, Gillian Maggs-Kölling, Christa  
    Schemmer  Ruby Chase, Almarie Snyman, Lesley Crawford, Memi Merdes 
       Andy, Miena and Mathew Chase. Hille Schwarting, Judy Fuller, Manda Steynberg,  
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Awards  2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
L – R:  Ms B Beukes, Tasmin Mitonga Mwikume, Rachel Ndjamba (St George’s School), Ms Emilia Angala 
(Kuku Gwakondo Garden), Ms Karin le Roux (Omba Art Trust), H>E> Mr Pashant Agrawa (Indian High 
Commission),Felix Vallat (Clean Travel Programme, TOSCO),          (Clean Travel Programme TOSCO), 
Donovan Wagner (Clean Travel Programme, Eloola Permaculture), Ms. Joey van Wyk-Franks (Omuramba 
Medical Centre),  Erin Forster, Nina Cumming (St George’s School). 
 

Tree Awards 
St George’s Diocesan School -for identifying all trees on the school grounds and labelling 100 trees 
 through the Adopt a Tree Project 
Omba Arts Trust - for planting homestead palm gardens which include  Hyphaenepetersiana 
 (Makalani) and Berchemia discolour (Bird-plum) from 1994 to 2016 in the Kavango East Region 
Omuramba Medical Centre - for saving and protecting an Acacia erioloba (Camel thorn) when building 
 their Day Theatre 
 

Certificates of Recognition 
Emilia Angala – Kuku Gwakondo Garden - for planting over 400 trees in this garden in Ongwediva, 
 including many indigenous and fruit trees. 
Clean Travel Programme – Eloolo Permaculture - for planting more than 100 trees at Augustineum 
 Secondary School  and Möreson Special School in Windhoek 
Clean Travel Programme – TOSCO - for planting more than 100 trees at Augustineum Secondary 
 School  and Möreson Special School in Windhoek 
Indian High Commission - for donating 150 trees to UNAM to mark the United Nations World 
 Environment Day and the 150th Anniversary of Mahatma Ghandi 
Manie le Roux and Homefine Properties CC - for initiating and removing the large Aloe litoralis 
 (Windhoek Aloe) which will be relocated after the completion of the UNAM  Veterinary 
 Teaching Hospital 
  

 The ceremony was held at the NBRI on Thursday 17 October, attended by the nominees, members 
.of Botsoc and the public.    Frances Chase, co-ordinator of the project gave a pictorial resume  
of the nominations after which Barbara Curtis, Vice-Chair of Botsoc, handed over the Awards and 
Certificates.   A tree, purchased from Namib Trees, was given to each of the recipients. Refreshments 
were available in the lounge after the illustrated presentation that followed.  
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November – December  2019 
 

Thursday  November   21 19h00       NO TALK      
 Our speaker unfortunately had to postpone as he is out of the country 
Saturday December    7 08h00       NO WALK IN THE BOTANIC GARDEN 
  Our December walks are usually held on the first Saturday of the month because of the holidays.  
 The heat and lack of rain, guides and hospitality team going away are reasons for cancelling.  

2020 
 Saturday February 8 08h00       Guided Walk in the Botanic Garden 
 Thursday   20 19h00       Illustrated Presentation at the NBRI 
  

********** 
Welwitschia Wash              

We mapped both great and small Use your compass- the arrow 
      points North! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 Left: Measuring the  
  crown:  
 Right:   Noting the  
     surrounds 

 
   

 

Botanical Society of Namibia – P O Box 5635 Ausspannplatz 12001     Mobile: 081 248 7362  
  E-mail:    nambotsoc@gmail.com                                Website:  www.botanical society.biodiversity.org.na 
 

THE CORE OF ACTIVE PLANT PEOPLE (CAPP) 
 

   Chairman        Ellen Gudde                       Tel 081 248 7362     gudde.er@iway.na 
   Vice-Chairman    Barbara Curtis                    Tel 081 222 8686     curtis.namibia@gmail. com 
   Treasurer   Hille Schwarting  Tel 081 218 7644    hille.schwarting@gmail.com 
   NBRI Liaison                 Frances Chase  Tel 081 254 2861     francesc.nbri@gmail.com 
   Coastal Representative                Hildegard Becker Tel 081 289 4654     hmbecker@yahoo.de 
   Green Ink and PR                      Diana  Thompson Tel 081 128 9031    rafthom@afol.com.na 
    Members                 Jaco Fourie  Tel 081 127 9579    Jaco.Fourie@windhoekcc.org.na  
                                                          Gerry Hill  Tel 081 128 2558     gerry@nbcooper.com 
                                                          Luise Hoffmann  Tel 081 256 0183     luisehof@iway.na 
                                                          Leigh Ann Miller               Tel 081 143 9863     wip1@cdc.gov 
           Ivor Powell   Tel 081127 1219      powell@iway.na 
                                                Silke Rugheimer                 Tel 081 220 6994    silker2207@gmail.com 

   


