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Dear Members and plant lovers,

Our winter, this year, particularly in Windhoek, has been really “warm”
most of the time and nature is confused. Some trees in my garden have
not shed their leaves yet; some birds and mongooses have “spring
feelings”; and the bird bath has iced up once only this year. The sound of
mosquitoes at night is most distressing — the little blighters have survived
the mild weather!

Travelling in the country, however, is devastating and the barrenness of
the veld is a stark reminder of the severity of the drought, which people
call the worst in human history. Of course, a true Namibian is eternally
hopeful and my wish is to see all these signs as a promise of a good rainy
season to come! May we not be disappointed?

Coming up is Arbor Day on Friday 11 October which the Society plans to
celebrate together with a Plant Sales Day on Saturday 12 October at
Namib Trees in Pioneers Park — come for a chat even if you are not
planning to buy plants right now.

The Society is also preparing for the annual Tree Award ceremony on
Thursday 17 October — there are a number of worthy nominations from
which our choice must be made.

Our Society is as strong as its membership and you are encouraged to
invite your friends and family to consider joining the Society. Lodges
and companies are invited to choose an option in return for publicity and
other perks. Our Society has embarked on a number of very worthy
projects which require financial input and include the support of the
NBRI to purchase vital and essential equipment; the support for the
introduction of the biological agent to combat the cacti infestation; and
support for the research studies of a Master student at NUST who will be
monitoring the project.

We remember with affection one of our loyal members, Konstanze
Strack, who recently died as a result of illness.

I wish you all much pleasure and enjoyment in our beautiful nature; safe
travels and peace and joy in your home.

With best wishes

Ellen Gudde

www.botanicalsociety.biodiversity.org.na
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A visit to Epupa Falls

Earlier this year, in May, I had the privilege of visiting the
magnificent Epupa Falls, with enough time to explore the area.

On arrival the water in the Kunene was very shallow — in fact, it
would have been easy to walk across to Angola, which the
cattle did regularly. There is no border control for them!

I spent my time walking along the Kunene and over to an island
in the river via a hanging bridge, to enjoy birding for hours; I
watched the beautiful flora, the water monitors and the
mischievous vervet monkeys with the enormous crocodiles
always lurking nearby.

I was lucky. After a few days the level in the river rose
significantly as water was released from the Ruacana station
and I could watch the Falls in absolute awe from the
“sundowner hill” - of course at sundowner time! A
photographer’s dream! The sight was breathtakingly beautiful
and I sat taking in the vista with its mighty Andansonia
digitata baobabs, precariously hanging onto the cliffs; others have succumbed and their remainders are
sprawled out like ghosts to remind us of the seasons of life and again others in their full magnificence.

The flora alone at Epupa Falls is worth a visit; not to forget the people and their culture and the beautiful
vistas. Truly a place to find your soul!! Ellen Gudde

P;lotos Ellen Gudde

Photo Ellen Gudde

Photos
Silke Rugheimer
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At last! Thursday 22 August - the release of the biocontrol agents on two

of the most invasive species of cactus in the Windhoek environs
Photos Gail Potgieter and Rob Thomson

The Talk — Dr lain Paterson from the
Centre for Biological Control from Rhodes
University, Grahamstown, SA, NUST
students and lecturers, stakeholders,
Botsoc members and interested parties

The bug - a cochineal insect

Infected cladodes being placed
onto the host plant

A;‘ - '.q N h i | F
Devil’s Rope Cactus (Cylindropuntia imbricata)-
Waldorf School

The infected

¥ cladodes brought in
by air with Dr

| Paterson.

Avis

Photo Gunhild Voigts

This project, initiated by Botsoc and spearheaded by Coleen Mannheimer, has been a
collaboration with the Namibian Chamber of Environment and the support of the Ministry of
Agriculture, Water and Forestry and the Ministry of Environment and Tourism,
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September - November 2019

Thursday September 19 19h00 Dr Rolf Becker and Anna Moller
“A photographic introduction to the diversity of
the succulent Euphorbias of Southern Africa”
Saturday October 12 08h00 PLANT SALES DAY AT NAMIB TREES
08h00 Guided Walk in the Botanic Garden
Thursday October 17 18h00 Tree Awards
19h00 Illustrated Presentationat the NBRI
Saturday November 9 08h00 Guided Walk in the Botanic Garden
Thursday 21 19h00 Illustrated Presentation at the NBRI
T L

And then there was Gobabeb!

Finding Lithops

Lichens and the
snake!

The joy of being in the desert- a great experience, great people — even Ruby and Mathew, great food and
much learned.

More to come in the next edition.
Tk
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