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Dear members of the Botanical Society of Namibia and all other plant lovers,

“Spring” is here! As the bush and trees are displaying “shy” glimpses of a
new awakening; Acacia mellifera is the first to welcome the new season with
bursts of white inflorescences; others, such as Boscia albitrunca, have tiny
buds; the “August winds” are blowing, and the birds are busy. Sadly, along
with these “arid” times come the frequent and destructive veld fires which
have destroyed much of the excellent grazing and growth of the past good
rainy season in many parts of the country. Our thoughts are with the farmers,
their livestock and all affected, and we feel for the wildlife.

Your Society is ready to offer activities, now that the Covid-19 regulations
are less restrictive. It was a great pleasure to welcome the many visitors to
the recently held guided walk at the National Botanic Garden. Please watch
the media for information on talks of interest.

Our trees need protection! Please nominate deserving persons/institutions for
acknowledgement of their efforts to preserve our trees, at the annual Tree
Award to be held early in September.

Sadly the virus is still taking its toll —also at the NBRI. It is devastating not
to be able to greet the familiar faces at the desks any longer! 1 hope and trust
that every citizen takes responsibility to conquer the disease, by vaccination
and/or other means (masks, regular sanitizing etc), that we, as a nation, will
reach immunity, so that we may enjoy some normality of a life we once
knew.

Enjoy this edition of “Green Ink” and

please stay safe. And if you need some
peace and quiet, consider a picnic at the 3
National Botanic Garden. i

With kind regards

Ellen Gudde

Picnic in the Garden 10 August 2021
Diana Thompson, Almarie Snyman, Barb
Curtis, Manda Steynberg, Ansi Labuschagne
Photo: Ellen Gudde
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Investigating the impacts of two different control methods on an alien invasive cactus,
Cylindropuntia imbricata, in Windhoek, Namibia.

Lucrensia Ndelitunga, NUST Hons Student

Many people around the world find it very difficult to control cacti, as they are often both succulent
and thorny and therefore do not burn or dry easily and are difficult to handle. As a result, scientists
have come up with different ways to control them. Different cacti species have been taking over
environments and pose a serious threat to the survival of several important indigenous plants, some of
which are endemic. Cacti can be controlled by several different methods or combinations of methods.
These are typically: manual control, chemical control, and biological control. This study is focusing on
the manual and biological control of Cylindropuntia imbricata around Windhoek.

The overall aim of this project is to evaluate the impacts of these two control methods on this alien
invasive cactus, C. imbricata, in Windhoek. To meet this aim, the objectives of this research were:

e To do post-clearing surveys at three manually cleared sites  Field survey at site Photo: S Bethune
to determine how effective the clearing was and to
remove regrowth

e To do post-release evaluations of Dactylopius tomentosus,

both at the original site, where Dr lain Paterson released
it in August 2019, and where NUST students did a release
at Waldorf school on Arbor Day 2020.

e To select, survey and release the control agent and
monitor ten new biocontrol sites, every three months
for a year,

e And finally, based on the results to recommend the most

effective control method to use for C. imbricata in
Namibia.

Fieldwork is currently still ongoing at all the release sites in and around Windhoek and will be
concluded this month except for the final survey on Arbour Day at the site west of Waldorf school.
Preliminary evaluation of post release survey data collected at C. imbricata control sites already
showed some evidence of success within the first six months and | am confident that the final survey in
August 2021 will confirm that C. imbricata can be successfully controlled using D. tomentosus, here in
Namibia.

The Botanical Society sponsored the field work of Lucrensia Ndelitunga with a payment of N$15 000.00.

1% & 2" year NUST students infesting new sites on Arbor Day Survey of a manually cleared
site Source: G Voigts
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Anka ,‘Eickfwﬁ s }’lnnttzlagmm en Plantstories

Text: Barb Curtis

For those readers who understand Afrikaans, I can highly recommend going to Anka’s website
and reading her very interesting and insightful articles on plants. Anka farms in the Kalahari sandveld
of the Steinhausen area (2118AB), bordering on the Central Highlands, and is deeply in tune with

. nature. She was a regular contributer to the Tree Atlas
way back when, and now continues to share her
knowledge of plants (and insects) on her webpages.

Her latest two are on grasses that turn red in autumn,
standing out among the straw-coloured grasses.
Schizachyrium jeffreysii, silky autumn grass, slit grass,
harige herfsgras (left) occurs in bushveld with a
relatively high S

rainfall, as well
as near vleisand §
rivers. Itisalm @
high perennial.

Although not palatable, it would make a good garden subject (to
replace the invasive alien fountain grass, Pennisetum setaceum).
Monocymbium ceresiiforme, boat grass, wild oat grass,
bootjiegras, wilde hawergras (right) is a palatable perennial,
also from the higher rainfall sandy areas. It is only about 50 cm
high, with flowers and seeds hidden away among the leaves.

Another interesting plant that she has written about is

Cucumis humifructus, aardvark cucumber. Like most
cucurbits, the plant is a prostrate creeper. But what is unusual is
that the fruit, about the size of a cricket ball, develop underground!

Not only that, but aardvark suck out the jelly-like pulp and distribute the seeds in their dung.

Photos:
Anka Eichhoff

Bottom right:

The aardvark has just
sucked out the
contents of the
cucumber fruit.

Photo Right: Samuel Winter,
student from Germany, who
intends writing his bachelor
thesis about Cucumis

M Ll 2 humifructus and its relation
https://www.kyffhauser.com/Plantstories.htm ship to aardvark
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&ammg up...
Saturday  September 11 08h00 Guided Walk in the Botanic Garden
NB Summer Time
Spring Festival at Namib Trees Pioneers Park
Thursday 16 19h00 [llustrated presentation
Thursday  October 7 19h00 Tree Awards
Thursday 21 19h00 Illustrated presentation by Dr Morgan Hauptfleisch

Specinl Memﬁarskif Cateqories

Welwitschia e
Moringa Nina Maritz Architects
Lithops Erika Benz

Norman & Avril Green

A tr i}ut& to... Z&nﬂ]ﬂ:ﬂ«]ﬂ/?ﬂ/l AT 1:& .o Died 25 July 2021

who, for the past 3 years, was the smiling face at Reception of the NBRI. Together with Marianne
(who died 2 weeks prior to Zenobia) and behind the public eye, they helped with much of the
administrative work, making life a little easier for Ms Essie Strauss, the Head of the Institute. Her
friendly greetings and helpfulness will be missed by all who knew her,

Aliens. ..

A plant that has been introduced into an environment other than its natural habitat.

May be ornamental —pretty flowers, appealing foliage — but some become invasive and begin taking
over the natural habitat of where they have been introduced.

Examples: All cacti, rubber vine, Datura — see the Alien Watch flyers

Should be eradicated from our environment before permanent damage is done.

In Windhoek, Gunhild Voigts and her team will happily assist you in removing invasive plants.
Cost is N$160,00 per worker per day ~ Gunhild Voigts 081 208 5747

Don’t know an invasive? Call Barb Curtis 081 222 8686 or Ellen Gudde 081 248 7362

Botanical Society of Namibia P O Box 5635 Ausspannplatz 12001 Mobile 081 248 7362
E-mail: nambotsoc@gmail.com Website: www.botanicsociety.biodiversity.org.na

THE CORE OF ACTIVE PLANT PEOPLE (CAPP)

Chairperson Ellen Gudde 081 248 7362 gudde.er@iway.na
Vice-Chair Barb Curtis 081 228 8686 curtis.namibia@gmail.com
Treasurer Manda Steynberg 081611 2254 2mandast@gmail.com
NBRI Liaison Leevi Nanyeni 061202 1111 Inanyeni@gmail.com
Coastal Representative Koos Barkhuizen 081 146 6216 koos@seenalegal.com
Books & Sales Braam Harris 081585 6047 braamha@gmail.com
Refreshments Christiane Maluche 081 168 7585 christiane.maluche@gmail.com
Green Ink & PR Diana Thompson 081 128 9031 rafthom@afol.com.na
Members Frances Chase 081 254 2861 frances.nbri@gmail.com
Jaco Fourie 081127 9579 JacoFourie@windhoekcc.org.na
Gerry Hill 081 128 2558 gerry@nbcooper.com
Luise Hoffmann 081256 0183 luisehof@iway.na
Silke Riigheimer 081220 6994 silke2207 @gmail.com

Christo Snvman 081 129 2090 snymanpc@amail.com



mailto:nambotsoc@gmail.com
http://www.botanicsociety.biodiversity.org.na/
mailto:gudde.er@iway.na
mailto:curtis.namibia@gmail.com
mailto:2mandast@gmail.com
mailto:lnanyeni@gmail.com
mailto:braamha@gmail.com
mailto:christiane.maluche@gmail.com
mailto:rafthom@afol.com.na
mailto:JacoFourie@windhoekcc.org.na
mailto:gerry@nbcooper.com
mailto:luisehof@iway.na
mailto:silke2207@gmail.com




