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All over the world the
faces of living oves
are alike

With tenderness they
have come up out of
the ground

Look upon our children
that they may

face the winds and walk
the good road to th
Day of Quiet

Gravndfather Great
Spirit

Fill us with the Light

Give us the strewgth +o
uwderstand

and the eye to see

Teach us +o walk the
soft Earth as
relatives to all that
live

Sioux Prayer

Dear members of the Botanical Society of Namibia and all other plant lovers,

Winter is truly upon us, and with it some windy, dry and dusty conditions.
The deciduous trees are shedding their leaves — each week enough to keep the
gardener busy! The grasses have taken on their winter colour. It is a very
pretty season with its authentic and well-loved Namibian “browns”,
“yellows” and still some “greens” of the “bush”.

The Botanical Society has continued to offer the regular guided walks in the
Garden on the 2" Saturday of each month. With great relief and much
anticipation members could enjoy one talk of interest on the many flowers of
the good rainy season, only to be, once more, disappointed by the Covid-19
pandemic. Sadly, further talks have been cancelled until the end of July
2021.

The highlight of the past month certainly was a botanical outing to Okonjima
under the very capable leadership of Coleen Mannheimer, Barbara Curtis and
Helen Newmarch. Nine Botsoc members were privileged to enjoy the most
spectacular environment, the generosity of Okonjima at the PAWS camp, the
rising of the “blood” moon, entertaining company and much knowledge.
Please enjoy the photos and report in this issue.

The Society depends on its members to raise awareness of alien invasive
plants and to support efforts to remove them. | wish to applaud Mrs Gunhild
Voigts for her efforts of clearing parts of the Klein Windhoek River of very
invasive Datura, Wonderboom and cacti. For more information on the cacti
removal project please contact Mrs Voigts at gunhild.voigts@gmail.com.

An interview with One Africa on promoting indigenous flora will also
highlight the efforts of NBRI and the Botanical 4 ]
Society to preserve our flora. e

Enjoy this edition of “Green Ink” and please
stay safe.

With kind regards

Ellen Gudde

Okonjima :
Tea break — but still learning!

www.botnicalsociety.biodiversity.org.na
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Barrie Watson, Diana Thompson, Helen Newmarch, Manda Steynberg, Helen Vale, Coleen Mannheimer, Luise Hoffmann,
Christiane Maluche Not present: Rolf Beiter, Harro Kebbel Photo: Barb Curtis

Three days in open spaces, warm sunshine, stimulating company and information galore on the diverse
plant life that is around the PAWS Environmental Education Centre in the Okonjima Private Nature
Reserve. Three nights in the tents were chilly — we had been warned — but the good food, hot drinks and
exchange of notes of the day made them well worthwhile.

There was something for everyone: how to ID some of the trees, shrubs, grasses and
herbs that were found on walks and drives, birds and bird calls for the twitchers and
scenic game drives for all.

It was a memorable ‘time out’, enjoyed by all who participated and it is truly hoped
that Botsoc will be able to offer more of these outings in the future.

Coleen, Barb and Helen shared their knowledge so graciously and in an
interesting manner — Botsoc is fortunate in having them in our midst.

Coleen, how to ID a plant: Manda
& Christiane studying; the braai
fire; Coleen and Barrie;

Baleria jubata

www.botanicalsociety.biodiversity.org.na
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The reserve is situated in the greater Waterberg, 80 km south of
Otjiwarongo. PAWS lies within a 2,000 ha non-rehabilitated area. It
is self-catering, with a fully equipped kitchen and dining area among a
variety of trees at the foot of the Ombokoro Mountains. .

A highlight - the unusual and amazing
field of Leucas pechuelii;

flower; stalk Studying grasses Looking north to Otjiwarongo

Sundowners on the mountainside

Right: Eriocephalus cf
luederitzianum
Below: fairies (Clematis
brachiata);
Spectacular sunsets

Photo credits: Rolf Beiter,
Barb Curtis, Ellen Gudde,
Helen Vale

Blood moon rising over the
Omboroko mountains
Braai masters Harro & Rolf

There is a wide diversity of interesting and exciting plants from the usual
plains species like acacias to the less common mountain species such as our #&
endemic Erythrina, the Angola nettle, the carrot tree and Kirkia acuminata

TT ee A‘Wﬂ«?‘ 45: Call for Nominations for ZOZ1

A Tree Award is given to any person, company, organisation, school or
establishment that goes out of the ordinary to save and protect our
indigenous trees.

A Certificate of Recognition is given to any person, company, organisation, school
or establishment that goes out of the ordinary to save and protect our indigenous
flora/plant diversity.

Send a description of the place or project, the name of the person, company,
organisation, school or establishment with contact details, the locality of the
site and one or more pictures to:

nambotsoc@gmail.com

www.botanicalsociety.biodiversity.org.na
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&ammg up...
Saturday July 10 08h30 Guided Walk in the Botanic Garden TBA
Saturday Aug 14 08h30 Guided Walk in the Botanic Garden TBA
Thursday 19 19h00 Illustrated presentation by Dr Rolf Becker TBA

Specinl Mem}arskif Cateqories

Welwitschia
Moringa Nina Maritz Architects
Lithops Erika Benz

Norman & Avril Green

Insearchof a

/ING LEGEN

Looking for very special
individual trees

Trees that have survived or
are unique in some way

Have you seen a tree that truly
stands out - for its size, its
shape, its unique quality?

% if you have) and why you think
= that particular tree is a '
Living Legend

Botanical Society of Namibia

P O Box 5635 Ausspannplatz 12001 Mobile 081 248 7362

E-mail: nambotsoc@gmail.com Website: www.botanicsociety.biodiversity.org.na

THE CORE OF ACTIVE PLANT PEOPLE (CAPP)

Chairperson Ellen Gudde 081248 7362 gudde.er@iway.na
Vice-Chair Barb Curtis 081228 8686 curtis.namibia@gmail.com
Treasurer Manda Steynberg 081611 2254 2mandast@gmail.com
NBRI Liaison Leevi Nanyeni 061202 1111 Inanyeni@gmail.com
Coastal Representative Vacant
Books & Sales Braam Harris 081 585 6047 braamha@gmail.com
Refreshments Christiane Maluche 081 168 7585 christiane.maluche@gmail.com
Green Ink & PR Diana Thompson 081 128 9031 rafthom@afol.com.na
Members Frances Chase 081 254 2861 frances.nbri@gmail.com
Jaco Fourie 081127 9579 JacoFourie@windhoekcc.org.na
Gerry Hill 081 128 2558 gerry@nbcooper.com
Luise Hoffmann 081256 0183 luisehof@iway.na
Silke Riigheimer 081220 6994 silke2207 @gmail.com

Christo Snyman 081 129 2090 snymanpc@amail.com
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