
                                                
 

 

     
 

  
 

 
 

Green Ink 
December  2022 Botanical Society of Namibia 

 
Dear ‘Botsoc’ Members and all other plant lovers, 
             
The time has come to relax a little and gratefully  
reflect on the busy past year!   
 
I take this opportunity to thank all those, and  
particularly the CAPP members, our guides and speakers, 
who generously contributed their knowledge, enthusiasm 
and time to our enjoyment of the Namibian flora.    
 
Your Society has great plans for 2023; and we will meet again, as members 
of the Botanical Society, on Saturday, 11 February 2023 at a guided Walk in 
the Botanic Garden and after that, for regular talks of interest, outings and 
other events.   
 
And now it remains that from CAPP, we wish you all a very happy and 
blessed Christmas Season and a healthy and prosperous New Year, with good 
rains and lots of green. 
 
Please find much time to rest!   
 
With kind regards 

Ellen Gudde 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                 In the Botanic garden                            Credit: Sven-Erik Stander 
 

Jackson Hamutenya, Christiane Maluche, Braam Harris,   
         Albertina Fillipus, Manda Steynberg, Barb Curtis, 
Diana Thompson, EG, Frances Chase, Jaco Fourie and  
              Luise Hoffmann, Koos Barkhuizen, Leevi Nanyeni. 
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Peace be to earth and  
     to airy space 
Peace be to heaven,  
     peace to the waters, 
Peace to the plants and  
     peace to the trees! 
May all the powers  
     grant to me peace! 
By this invocation of  
     peace may peace be  
     diffused! 
By this invocation of  
     peace may peace 
     bring peace! 
With this peace the  
     dreadful I now  
     appease. 
With this peace the  
     cruel I now appease. 
With this peace all evil 
     I now appease. 
So that peace may  
     prevail, happiness  
     prevail! 
May everything for us 
     be peaceful! 
 
           Atharva Veda XIX 
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                   Special Membership Categories 
   Welwitschia  ISAP Camelthorn Tree Project  
   Moringa  Nina Maritz Architects 
   Lithops  Norman & Avril Green 

 Coming up . . . 2023 
Saturday    February   11 08h00  Guided Walk in the Botanic Garden 
Thursday    16 19h00  Illustrated presentation at the NBRI  
Saturday     18      Early  Guided drive along D1958   
Saturday     March     4 08h00  Plant Sales Day at Namib Trees in Kl Windhoek 
Saturday     11 08h00  Guided Walk in the Botanic Garden 
Thursday     30 18h00  Annual General Meet8ing 
    19h00  Illustrated presentation at the NBRI 
Sat / Sun     April          1/2 tba  Visit to ISAP Camelthorn Tree Project 
 

                  
                     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Botanical Society of Namibia           P O Box 5635    Ausspannplatz  12001        Mobile  081 248 7362 

E-mail:  nambotsoc@gmail.com          Website:  botanicalsociety.biodiversity.org.na 
 

 THE CORE OF ACTIVE PLANT PEOPLE  (CAPP) 
 
 Chairperson  Ellen Gudde  081 248 7362 gudde.er@iway.na 
 Vice-Chair   Barb Curtis  081 228 8686 curtis.namibia@gmail.com 
 Treasurer   Manda Steynberg  081 611 2254 2mandast@gmail.com 
 NBRI Liaison  Leevi Nanyeni  061 202 1111 lnanyeni@gmail.com 
 Coastal Representative Koos Barkhuizen  081 146 6216 koos@seenalegal.com 
 Books & Sales  Braam Harris  081 585 6047 braamha@gmail.com 
 Refreshments  Christiane Maluche  081 168 7585 christiane.maluche@gmail.com 

Members   Frances Chase  081 254 2861 frances.nbri@gmail.com 
   Albertina Fillipus  081 668 8743 albertinafillipus@gmail.com 
   Jaco Fourie  081127 9579 JacoFourie@windhoekcc.org.na 
   Jackson Hamutenya  081 856 7040 jacksonshapumba@gmail.com 
   Luise Hoffmann  081 256 0183 luisehof@iway.na 
   Diana Thompson  081 128 9031 rafthom@afol.com.na 
    

Cacti and other invasive aliens . . . 
The proliferation of invasive cacti and other alien species, particularly in the north of the country became a grave 
concern for botanists and other environmentalists.  After several years of intermittent fact finding:  
   November 2017 Dr Iain Paterson, Biological Control Researcher from Rhodes University South Africa, 
arrived in Windhoek and addressed officials from MAWF, MET, City of Windhoek and interested members of 
the public, on the efficacy of biological control of certain species of cacti. 
   August 2019  The first cochineal infected cladodes were 
brought into the country and two species of cacti were infected.  An 
ongoing project, it is now monitored by students from NUST, under 
the guidance of  Shirley Bethune. Progress is written up and new  
sites are infected.  Coleen Mannheimer is an integral  member of this 
project.  Gunhild Voigts and her team of workers joined the project. 
They too monitor and infect new sites and manually clear invasive  
aliens in the Windhoek environs.  Biological control is happening in 
other parts of the country, still too slowly to make a noticeable impact. 
   November 2022 Under the aegis of the Namibian Chamber of  Environment, a working group has been 
formed to formally look at how the introduction of alien species to the country can be controlled; the 
combatting of their presence where they pose a threat to the natural environment.   Ms Esmerialda Strauss, 
Deputy Director Forest and Botanical Research and Ms Frances Chase from the Namibia Nature Foundation will 
head this group in the New Year.  Shirley Bethune has written “The battle against invasive alien species in 
Namibia and Coleen Mannheimer is compiling a list of alien species to be targeted.  
     It is to be noted that ALL alien species will be under the scrutiny of this group. 
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