
                                                

 

 

     
 

  

 

Green Ink 

 September  2022 Botanical Society of Namibia 

 

Dear “Botsoc” members, and all other plant lovers, 
 

Namibians will tell you that we have “two” seasons only – “hot” and “cold” – 
and the “hot” has started; suddenly!  The trees and nature are awakening 
from their “winter rest” and delight us with a sudden burst of life, all over the 
country – flowering, even though not a single drop of water has come down 
from the heavens – what trust nature portrays year after year! 
 

The sign of Spring is also evident in the Botanic Garden – come and enjoy 
the flowering euphorbia, pachypodium, Acacia mellifera, Sausage Tree, 
Shepherd’s Tree – to name just a few. Guided walks take place every 
second Saturday of the month. 
   
Enjoy this Green Ink, which features the fun and enjoyment of the successful 
“botanical and wine tasting” outing to the Otavi region in August, at the kind 
invitation of the Boshoff family. 
 

Please diarise the regular talks as announced in this Green Ink, as well as in 
social media. 
Wishing you all a happy Spring month! 
 

With kind regards 
 

Ellen Gudde    

                 ********** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
      

       Seen in the garden: September walk   
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There is nothing I can 

give you which you do 
not have; but there is 
much, very much, that 
while I cannot give it, 
you can take. 
 

No heaven can come to 

us unless our hearts find 
rest in today.  Take 
heaven!  No peace lies in 
the future which is not 
hidden in this present 
instant.  Take peace!   
 

The gloom of the 

world is but a shadow.  
Behind it, yet within 
reach, is joy.  There is 
radiance and glory in 
the darkness, could we                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
but see, and to see, we 
have only to look.   
I beseech you to look. 
 

                  Fra Giovanni 

                       
www.botnicalsociety.biodiversity.org.na 

 

 

   

Left: Pachypodium lealii 

Top:  Euphorbia probably avasmontana 
 

Photos:  Albertina Fillipus 
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Otavi . . . the fountains and a winery . . . 
“Hmmm . . .      visiting fountains and wine tasting – doesn’t sound much like a botanical outing!”  

And yet it was indeed a splendid botanical outing!  Yes, we did visit the fountains and yes, we did have a 

wine tasting (of course you know that wine comes from plants!) but the botanical side was not by any 

means an afterthought. 
 

Our hosts were Bertus Boshoff (Thonningii Winery), a Ficus (wild fig) enthusiast and expert, his son 

Gilmar Boshoff (Boshoff Family Wines) and wife Tamara and nephew Giel Boshoff, (Olienhoff) with 

his wife Ansie.  
 

Friday afternoon we visited two natural fountains. The first was reached along a short trail where we 

were able to see the stark shape and beauty of many of the trees that had not yet started to bud.  
 

          The smell of water, the green tops of trees, the 

   soft burbling of running water and we had arrived! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The water bubbles out of the ground and flows in a narrow 

stream, apparently the whole year round, before once again 

disappearing into the ground.  Trees, reeds and vines are in 

evidence as well as other aquatic plants.   
 

The second, the Otavi fountain, has been capped and most  

of the water goes for irrigation on property belonging to  

Olthaver & List.   The magnificent root system of a very 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

large Ficus cordata (Namaqua rock fig) 

 could be seen in detail at the side of the old  

 water channel.   
 

Photos: Top left:  Commiphora glaucescens 

Top & bottom right: the smaller fountain 

Bottom left:  Root system of Ficus cordata 

 Ficus cordata 
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Next morning Bertus and Gilmar lead us on a walk at the  

base of the mountain, admiring the flowering trees,  

and looking at those typical of the Karstveld.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right  top:   Flowers of the Lannea discolor 

Below bottom:  Flowers of the Acacia mellifera  

Left: Flowering Acacia hebeclada  

Left: A welcome break for a 

snack lunch and a short rest, 

then the intrepid walkers 

carried on walking to  

Thonningii (Right), the others 

taking up the offer of a lift. 

 

 

At Thonningii Bertus has a large 

collection of Ficus trees, his plan being 

to increase his collection as he is able to. 

There were some magnificent 

specimens.  In the vineyard there was an 

informative talk on vines, varieties, care 

etc before heading back to the winery for 

the wine tasting and sumptuous spread 

that had been prepared for us by his 

daughter Lelanie.  Centre 

 

 
Photos:  Barb Curtis, Ellen Gudde, 

Barrie Watson, Sue Rogers 

 

Right: Sunday morning a steep 

climb up the side of the 

mountain and a pleasant walk 

down, all the while stopping to 

examine this tree, identify that 

one and as always, enjoying the 

absolute beauty of nature.  It 

was a most pleasant weekend 

for the eight participants.  

More in Special Issue No 4 

 

 
 

 

   Left: Rock formations we passed 

   Centre: Examining plants on the ground 

 

 

http://www.botanicalsociety.biodiversity.org.na/
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         Special Membership Categories 
   Welwitschia  . . .  

   Moringa  Nina Maritz Architects 

   Lithops  Norman & Avril Green 

               Coming up . . .  
 Saturday      October       8 08h00  Guided Walk in the Botanic Garden 

Friday     14   ARBOR DAY  

 Thursday               20 19h00  “In Celebration of Trees”    

       Amazng Trees & Tree Awards       Barb Curtis 

 Saturday    November   10 08h00  Guided Walk in the Botanic Garden 

Thursday    17 19h00  Illustrated presentation at the NBRI   Leevi Nanyeni 

      “Montgomery Botanical Centre Florida USA” 

Saturday  December     3 08h00  Guided Walk in the Botanic Garden 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Botanical Society of Namibia           P O Box 5635    Ausspannplatz  12001        Mobile  081 248 7362 

E-mail:  nambotsoc@gmail.com          Website:  www.botanicsociety.biodiversity.org.na 
 
 

 THE CORE OF ACTIVE PLANT PEOPLE  (CAPP) 
 
 Chairperson  Ellen Gudde  081 248 7362 gudde.er@iway.na 
 Vice-Chair   Barb Curtis  081 228 8686 curtis.namibia@gmail.com 
 Treasurer   Manda Steynberg  081 611 2254 2mandast@gmail.com 
 NBRI Liaison  Leevi Nanyeni  061 202 1111 lnanyeni@gmail.com 
 Coastal Representative Koos Barkhuizen  081 146 6216 koos@seenalegal.com 
 Books & Sales  Braam Harris  081 585 6047 braamha@gmail.com 
 Refreshments  Christiane Maluche  081 168 7585 christiane.maluche@gmail.com 

Members   Frances Chase  081 254 2861 frances.nbri@gmail.com 
   Albertina Fillipus  081 668 8743 albertinafillipus@gmail.com 
   Jaco Fourie  081127 9579 JacoFourie@windhoekcc.org.na 
   Jackson Hamutenya  081 856 7040 jacksonshapumba@gmail.com 
   Luise Hoffmann  081 256 0183 luisehof@iway.na 
   Diana Thompson  081 128 9031 rafthom@afol.com.na 
    

 

More from Otavi  . . . 
 
 

 

 

 
                                                                

 

Right: Acacia hebeclada:  The flower buds clearly show 

that the “balls” consist of numerous small flowers making 

up the inflorescence.  Note the almost straight thorns with 

a hook at the end, characteristic of the candle-pod acacia. 
 

Below: Fruit, buds, leaves and flowers of common  

Num-num, Carissa bispinosa 
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