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 November  2024 Botanical Society of Namibia 

 
Dear members of the Botanical Society and all other plant lovers, 
 
Where has this year gone?   
 
For the Botanical Society it has been an active year with regular and very 
popular guided walks in the Botanical Garden. We also learned much about 
Boophone, Forest Management in Europe, Liverworts, wild spinach, lilies, 
planting trees and a quiz.  However, it is not all fun, and very concerning 
issues such as the relentless poaching of succulents and other plants; the 
invasive alien plants, that grow and spread happily displacing our indigenous 
plants; and the seemingly thoughtless removal of bush, trees and all other 
flora, leaving desert-like spaces, particularly in and around Windhoek, are on 
the radar of the Botanical Society.   
 
I believe that awareness, love for and pride of our flora is the foundation to 
curb these issues, and the Botanical Society is working on an effective 
strategy to create a greater awareness.     
 
The Christmas decorations are out in town and in the shops, and gratefully, 
Namibia has had some rain a week ago.  Both events remind me of the 
impending holiday period and a good rest. However, before we get there 
much still needs to be done! 
 
Keep up the good work! 
 
With kind regards 
 

Ellen Gudde 
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The moment that he  

   begins to walk along it,   
the warrior of light 
    recognises the path. 
Each stone, each bend  
     cries welcome to him.  
He identifies with the 
     mountains and the  
    streams, 
he sees something of his 
own soul in the plants 
    and the animals and 
    the birds of the field.  
Then, accepting the help 
   of God and of God’s signs,  
he allows his personal 
    legend to guide him 
towards the tasks that 
  life has reserved for him. 
 

Manual of the 
Warrior of Light 

Paul Coelho 
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Left: On Farm Begus we found this unusual little 
flower that no one could identify. 

Right: Do you know the name of this plant?  
Photo: Frances Chase.   Answer next issue! 
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Farm Begus . . .   Grootfontein         9 – 12 May 
                                             Photos: Members.  Text: BC and DT 
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Coleen Mannheimer and Barb Curtis 
showed us how to identify trees and 
shrubs as we walked the rocky and 
sandy trails, and as we sat around the 
tea table in the afternoon.  A bouncing 
ride on the old trailer was a highlight! 
Despite the dryness, we saw a number 
of interesting plants. 
 
 

11 Botsoc members visited Farm Begus, in 
the Grootfontein area.  Herman Cloete was 
our host and spoiled us with good food, 
exceptional rusks and a homey, old-style 
farm atmosphere. 
 
Right: The group, with Herman in the back 
Below left: Work!  The process of learning. 
Below right: There are a number of very large marula 
trees, Sclercarya birrea, on the farm 

 
Above:  A young strangler fig seedling 
Ficus petersii growing in a fork of a 
marula tree.   It will send roots down to the 
ground from here, and eventually strangle 
its host.  We’ll revisit in 100 years time! 
Middle right:  Walking in the early 
morning  Bottom right:  a lovely umbrella 
thorn, Acacia tortillis, in the goat kraal 
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Arbor Day and Tree Awards . . .   Friday 11 October 
Both events were held on Arbor Day with the Awards Ceremony taking place inside, and then moving 
out to the garden where an Omuparara, Peltophorum africanum, 
was planted. The turnout was excellent and the vibe was great.  
Lovely to see our old faithfuls, as well as many visitors.   
 

Tree Awards: 
Sally Harper for saving and nurturing young camel thorns, Acacia 
erioloba, damaged by builders and bulldozers, and making the  
residents and management of Omeya Golf Estate aware of the  
importance of young camel thorn trees.   
Kai Sturm for planting about 60 individuals of 22 indigenous tree 
species from all over Namibia at his family’s Namib Naukluft Lodge.  
Certificate of Recognition: 
Rust family of Erongo Private Reserve for replanting and nurturing 81 poached elephant’s foot, 
Adenia pechuelii.  
As readers may be aware, plant poaching is an enormous problem in southern Africa, with hundreds of 
rare and protected plants being smuggled out of the country. Although the authorities are really on the 
ball and large numbers have been confiscated, finding suitable sites in which to relocate them is a 
major problem.  They are mostly specialised to specific habitats, and sadly many are so badly damaged 
when removed from the wild that they cannot be rescued.  
 
This year we instituted a new category: Certificate of Commendation . . . 
to acknowledge people who have planted or saved trees that are not indigenous to Namibia, but are 
nevertheless, valuable trees.    
Kofi Asrevi of Dawid Bezuidenhout High School for planting guava trees and one indigenous tree at 
the school.   
Ester Haikola-Sakaria of Wakapinya Environmnetal Education for promoting environmental 
sustainability through education and community engagement and for planting more than 200 trees; 
unfortunately, all exotic fruit trees.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

Left: Moringa ovalifolia, Phantom tree, one of the trees planted by Kai Sturm. Below: Sally 
Harper. Middle: Leevi Nanyeni and Didi Rust with a confiscated Adenia pechuellii.  
Right: Kofi Asrevi receiving his certificate of commendation from Luise Hoffmann, the 
initiator of the Tree Awards  
 

Left: We also used a 
new design for the 
certificates, with each 
awardee having a 
background photo 
pertinent to their 
award.   
Design by Katja Lanz  

Below right: 
Barb Curtis 
introducing 
the recipients. 
She later 
talked about 
the Tree of the 
Year and 
Namibia’s Big 
Five Trees. 

Tree planting team.  
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Special Membership Categories 
   Welwitschia  . .  . 
   Moringa  ProNamib Nature Reserve   
   Lithops  Norman & Avril Green   

               Coming up . . .  
 November 

Thursday 21  19h00  Illustrated presentation at the NBRI 
       Silke Rügheimer 
       “!Nara – a keystone species of the Namib Desert” 
 December  

Saturday 7  08h00  Guided Walk in the Botanic Garden   
February 2025 

 Saturday 10  08h00  Guided Walk in the Botanic Garden 
          

             
           

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Botanical Society of Namibia           P O Box 5218    Ausspannplatz  12001        Mobile  081 248 7362 

E-mail:  nambotsoc@gmail.com          Website:  www.botsoc.org.na 
 

 THE CORE OF ACTIVE PLANT PEOPLE (CAPP) 
 
 Chairperson  Ellen Gudde  081 248 7362 gudde.er@iway.na 
 Vice-Chair   Barb Curtis  081 228 8686 curtis.namibia@gmail.com 
 Treasurer   Manda Steynberg  081 611 2254 2mandast@gmail.com 
 NBRI Liaison  Leevi Nanyeni  061 202 1111 lnanyeni@gmail.com 
 Coastal Representative Koos Barkhuizen  081 146 6216 koos@seenalegal.com 
 Books & Sales  Braam Harris  081 585 6047 braamha@gmail.com 
 Members   Frances Chase  081 254 2861 fchase@nnf.org.na 

   Albertina Fillipus  081 668 8743 albertinafillipus@gmail.com 
   Jaco Fourie  081127 9579 jacofourie80@gmail.com 
   Jackson Hamutenya  081 856 7040 jacksonshapumba@gmail.com 
   Luise Hoffmann  081 256 0183 luisehof@iway.na 

Sonjia Meier  081 668 8794 sonjia.meier@gmail.com 
   Diana Thompson  081 128 9031 rafthom@afol.com.na 
   Sally van der Lingen  081 634 3442 sallyvdlingen@gmail.com 
    

 

Happenings  . . . 
 

• The Namibian Invasive Alien Species Working Group (NIASWG) that was set up through the NCE, has 
met twice during the year.  Several of our members are actively involved in in this project. 

• Leevi Nanyeni has been particularly busy this year with the confiscated plant problem that has suddenly 
escalated beyond any imagination.  He has also been on a special course  
dealing with the law enforcement issue. 

• A Plant Sales Day was held at Namib Trees in October.  Although this was 
not one of our most successful events (the space we were allocated ), all the  
hotdogs were sold and Namib Trees had good sales. It was also a most  
pleasant sociable morning with those who were there.  Getting to know each  
other better is a good way of working more closely together.   Sincere thanks 
go to Ivor Powell of Namib Trees and Wilde Eend for facilitating this event. 

• The Ministry of Environment, Forestry and Tourism (MEFT) has initiated a  
new Management Plan for all state parks in Namibia.  The Botanic Garden is  
included in this Plan and will soon be renamed the Windhoek Nature Reserve.  

            There are ambitious plans for the upgrading of the Garden, the facilities and plans 
to open the Garden over the weekends.  This will take time and we’ll keep you  
updated!   Botsoc was invited to have input and our thoughts have been given  
consideration.                             A walk in the Garden for Diplomatic Spouses  13 Nov 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                               

 

mailto:nambotsoc@gmail.com
http://www.botsoc.org.na/
mailto:gudde.er@iway.na
mailto:curtis.namibia@gmail.com
mailto:2mandast@gmail.com
mailto:lnanyeni@gmail.com
mailto:braamha@gmail.com
mailto:luisehof@iway.na
mailto:rafthom@afol.com.na

